Creating Text-Dependent Questions for Close Analytic Reading
Selection:          Grade:     Unit 
	Initial Planning
Identify the Core Understandings and Key Ideas of the Text
As in any good backward mapping process, teachers should start by identifying the key insights they want students to understand from the text.  Keeping the major points to be made in mind is crucial for crafting an overarching set of successful questions.  This step is also critical for creating a means to check for student understanding.

	
Identify Lesson Focus: (Review Qualitative Measures)
Meaning: 


Text Structure: 


Language Features:


Knowledge Demands: 


CCSS Focus Standards:  
Use shorter text or excerpts of longer texts

	Supporting Student Needs
Considerations for Reader and Task
To really understand a complex text, the reader will have to read it more than once, to make sense of what the author is saying and to glean the details at both the explicit and implicit levels.  First and foremost, close reading demands a willingness to return to the text to read part or even all of it more than once, ultimately instilling habits of mind in approaching text.  Planning for multiple reads as well as multiple purposes for reads is essential in order to support all student needs.

	Potential Challenges this Text Poses:

Meaning: (Conceptual Understanding Examples, pg. #)



Text Structure: (Organization/Graphics Examples, pg. #)




Language: (Syntax, Vocabulary Examples, pg. #)







	Strategies/Lessons to access complex text: Pre teach

CCSS Focus Standards:  











	Pre teach
	Activity/Lesson

	Make predictions about the theme using details and illustrations from the selection. 
	Guided picture walk prior to reading the selection; make predictions.

	First Read:  Read through the selection in 2 days. Day 1: pp.               Day 2: pp. 

  For the first read, have students make predictions along the way using illustrations and textual evidence.

	Close Reads
Create Coherent Sequence of Text-Dependent Questions
Create Coherent Sequences of Text-Dependent Questions – Start Small to Build Confidence
The opening questions should help orient students to the text, and be specific enough to answer so students gain confidence.  The sequence of questions should not be random but should build toward more coherent understanding and analysis to ensure that students learn to stay focused on the text to bring them to a gradual understanding of its meaning.  
Think of ways to maximize student engagement.


	
Close Read I
Learning Focus:  Focus CCSS: 

	Text-Dependent Questions
	Evidence-Based Answers/Pg. #
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Close Read II
Learning Focus:                               Focus CCSS: 

	Text-Dependent Questions
	Evidence-Based Answers/Pg. #

	1.



	

	2.



	

	3.



	

	4.



	

	5.



	

	Checking for Understanding
How will you know that learning has occurred?  Planning for a means to check student understanding is crucial.  Refer back to the Lesson Focus to plan intentionally to check for student understanding.

Describe how you will check for student understanding:






























	Vocabulary
	KEY WORDS ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTANDING
Words addressed with a question or task
	WORDS WORTH KNOWING 
General teaching suggestions are provided in the Introduction
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TEACHER PROVIDES DEFINITION 
not
 enough contextual clues provided in the text
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STUDENTS FIGURE OUT THE MEANING
sufficient
 context clues are provided in the text
)
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