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PURPOSE: 

 

The purpose of this Reference Guide is to provide information about the 

Comprehensive Assessment Program for 2014-2015 for all students in grades 

K-12 and in selected courses in high school. The Comprehensive Assessment 

Program is designed to be formative and to provide multiple measures to drive 

decisions about instruction and intervention. This document details program 

policies and also provides the 2014-2015 assessment schedules in calendar 

form. 

 

MAJOR  

CHANGES: 

This Reference Guide identifies two new assessments for 2014-15, Text 

Reading and Comprehension (K-5) and LAS Links (K-12) for selected schools.  

The use of DIBELS Next assessment will be used for reclassification of English 

Learners in grades K-5.  The Office of Curriculum, Instruction and School 

Support will be providing additional details regarding the Text Reading 

Comprehension assessment in another memo specifically addressing the 

implementation and training opportunities. 

The periodic assessments will now be referred to as interim assessments to 

align with the language of the Smarter Balanced Common Core assessments. 

Pilot Schools, Local Initiative Schools (LIS), Expanded School Based 

Management Model (ESBMM) and Affiliated Charter Schools are the schools 

that have flexibility to waive out of some of the District required assessments.  

Assessments should reveal how well students have learned what we want them 

to learn while instruction ensures that they learn it. For this to occur, 

assessments, learning objectives, and instructional strategies need to be closely 

aligned so that they reinforce one another.   

 Any school electing to waive out of the interim assessments that is not 

operating under one of the autonomy models listed above must formally request 

a waiver through the instructional director at the Educational Service Center by 
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completing Attachment D and submitting supporting documents 30 days prior 

to implementing an alternate assessment.   

 

 BACKGROUND : 

 

 

District Interim Assessments are administered to all students in core subject 

classes. The assessments are formative in nature, aligned to the Common Core 

State Standards (CCSS) in ELA, math, Science, HSS and technical subjects and 

measure areas of student strength and weakness on the standards covered in the 

corresponding courses. The information from student performance on the 

assessments supports teachers’ ability to monitor student learning and inform 

instructional practice in order to improve student achievement. The data also 

assists schools and the district at large to target professional development and 

provide strategic support for teachers. Teachers can use the results to 

differentiate instruction based on the unique needs of each students including 

enrichment or intervention.   

 

The CCSS establish guidelines for English language arts (ELA) as well as for 

literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects. Because 

students must learn to read, write, speak, listen, and use language effectively in 

a variety of content areas, the standards promote the literacy skills and concepts 

required for college and career readiness in multiple disciplines.  Since the 

CCSS places a greater emphasize on the effective use of language, and because 

of the related specific language needs of English Learners a new assessment is 

being introduced that measures the acquisition of language.  The Master Plan 

for English Learners also specifically includes the use of a language assessment 

as part of its implementation.  

 

The LAS Links assessment will be phased in over two years in grades K-12.  

Up to 230 schools with that represent the highest number of English Learner 

and have the technology infrastructure to implement the online assessment will 

participate in 2014-15.  LAS Links is an online assessment that measures 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing for each of the following grade spans: 

K–1, 2–3, 4–5, 6–8, and 9–12.  LAS Links provides a measurement of 

comprehension skills in academic and social English across each language 

domain. It measures a wide range of skills in each domain efficiently and 

quickly, and reports on important aspects of the English language proficiency of 

students. It blends the assessment of English proficiency with academic 

language knowledge, using vocabulary that is needed for success in school. 

 

The items in LAS Links Forms C&D carefully measure the student's ability to 

interact with grade-level academic language and content without relying on the 

student's knowledge of the underlying subject matter. 
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LAS Links Español is a research-based, diagnostic assessment that measures the 

speaking, listening, reading, writing, and comprehension skills of K–12 

Spanish-speaking students. It helps you identify language difficulties a student 

may have in Spanish and track and monitor progress in attaining Spanish 

language proficiency. 

 

GUIDELINES : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment is a key element in the District’s instructional program. As such, 

assessments must be administered to all eligible students in the identified grades 

and courses.  

Schools with assessment autonomy have the flexibility to opt out of some of the 

District-required assessments (i.e. interim assessments), as long as they have 

assessments in place that are commensurate to the District assessments in 

tracking student progress. Only the interim assessments defined below are the 

assessments that schools may waiver out of implementing. These schools may 

include Pilot Schools, Local Initiative Schools (LIS), Expanded School Based 

Management Model (ESBMM) and Affiliated Charter Schools if their school 

plans include an alternate assessment plan.    

Schools that plan on requesting a waiver from implementing the district interim 

assessments must complete Attachment D and submit to their instructional 

director 30 days prior to the implementation of the first assessment. 

  

No school may opt out of the Foundational Reading Assessment (DIBELS 

Next) for English learners or Students with Disabilities. Assessments are 

required by the Modified Consent Decree and for the purpose of 

reclassification.  

  

No middle school may opt out of administering the Math 6 placement 

assessment or the Algebra 1 summative assessment. These assessments are used 

for placement and to determine whether students will earn numerical credit in 

high school.  The Math 6 placement assessment will be implemented online in 

2014-15 for all schools.  

 

The District Comprehensive Assessment Program for 2014-2015 includes:  

Elementary-K-5/6 

1. Interim Assessments: CCSS-based in English/Language Arts, Spanish 

language, and mathematics (paper and pencil) 

2. Foundational reading skills assessments: DIBELS Next, Text Reading 

and Comprehension (Amplify platform) K-5 only.  However in grades 4 

and 5, DIBELS Next and/or Text Reading Comprehension may be 

administered.  Schools must administer at least DIBELS Next or Text 

Reading Comprehension.  OCISS will be providing additional details 
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regarding this assessment in another memo specifically addressing 

implementation and training opportunities 

3. IDEL: Primary (Spanish) Language assessments: Text Reading and 

Comprehension (Amplify platform) 

4. LAS Links: English Learner and Standard English learner language 

assessments (online assessment for selected schools) 

5. LAS Links Español:  Spanish language assessment for Spanish Dual and 

Bilingual programs (online assessment for selected schools) 

 

Secondary-6-12 

6. Interim Assessments: Content standards/CCSS-based assessments in 

secondary Math, ELA, Science and History/Social Science (paper and 

pencil) 

7. LAS Links: English Learner and Standard English Learner language 

assessments (online assessment for selected schools) 

8. Math Placement Assessment: Grade 6 (online) 

9. Algebra 1 Summative Assessment (middle school only, online) 

 

II.  STUDENTS TO BE ASSESSED 

A. Elementary  

1. All K -5/6 students participating in general curriculum are expected 

to take the ELA and Math interim assessments, and the 

language/literacy assessment.    

2. Students with disabilities who participate in the District general 

education curriculum should take the assessments at their assigned 

grade level (including students in special day program classes). The 

assessments should be given with the accommodations or 

modifications specified in the IEP or Section 504 Plan. 

3. English learners in Dual Language, SEI, MBE, and TBE programs 

will take the interim assessments. 

4. English Learners and Standard English Learners (at select schools) 

will take the LAS Links. 

B. Middle School 

1. All 6-8 grade students participating in general curriculum are 

expected to take the ELA and Math interim assessments.  

2. All students enrolled in Ancient History, World History, US History, 

and 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 grade Science. 

3. Students with disabilities who participate in the District general 

education curriculum should take the assessments at their assigned 

grade level (including students in special day program classes). The 

assessments should be given with the accommodations or 

modifications specified in the IEP or Section 504 Plan. 
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4. English learners in ELD 3 and 4 will be concurrently programmed in 

their respective grade level English class and will take the ELA 

assessments in the grade level English class. 

5. Long-Term English Learners (LTELs) will take the ELA 

assessments in the grade level English class. 

6. English Learners in ELD 1 and 2 will not participate in ELA interim 

assessments but should participate in all other PAs. 

7. English Learners and Standard English Learners (at select schools) 

will take the LAS Links. 

 

C. High School 

1. All 9
th
 -11

th
 grade students are to take the ELA interim assessments.  

2. All students enrolled in Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology, 

Chemistry, Integrated Science 1, US. History and World History are 

to take the interim assessments. 

3. Students with disabilities who participate in the District general 

education curriculum should take the assessments at their assigned 

grade level (including students in special day program classes). The 

assessments should be given with the accommodations or 

modifications specified in the IEP or Section 504 Plan. 

4. English learners in ELD 3 and 4 will be concurrently programmed in 

their respective grade level English class and will take the ELA 

assessments in the grade level English class. 

5. Long-Term English Learners (LTELs) will take the ELA 

assessments in the grade level English class. 

6. English Learners in ELD 1 and 2 will not participate in ELA interim 

assessments.  

7. English Learners and Standard English Learners (at select schools) 

will take the LAS Links. 

 

Students with disabilities participating in the District alternate 

curriculum for students with moderate to severe disabilities should not 

participate in the interim assessments. 

Students with disabilities participating in the general education 

curriculum in Low Incidence programs (e.g., DHH, VI) should 

participate in all District assessments to the greatest extent possible. The 

IEP team should specify the extent to which students with LI disabilities 

can participate with aids, accommodations, and/or modifications. The 

use of assistive technology, Braille readers and writers, or American 

Sign Language interpretation is encouraged to promote student 

participation. However, some aspects of Periodic Assessments (e.g., 

phonics assessments for deaf/hard of hearing students, videos and visual 
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texts that are not accessible) may not need to be administered to students 

with limited or developing communication skills. 

 

II.  ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 

A. Schools should administer the assessments in accordance with the 

attached calendars: Attachment A, Comprehensive Assessment 

Program Schedule for Grades K-2; Attachment B, Comprehensive 

Assessment Program Schedule for Grades 3-5; and Attachment C, 

Comprehensive Assessment Program Schedule for Grades 6-

12.  SPAN schools must refer to the appropriate calendars for their 

grade levels. 

B. For Options, Continuation, and secondary schools with alternative 

schedules (e.g. 4x4), schools on alternative schedules (such as 4x4) or 

those with continuous enrollment should establish assessment windows 

that take into account the instructional alignment with the appropriate 

course curricular map.  

C. Year-round school should determine an assessment window that 

aligns with the appropriate content curricular maps. 
 

 ASSISTANCE:  For assistance please contact Chris Mullins, Coordinator Comprehensive Assessment 

Program, Office of Curriculum, Instruction, and School Support at (213) 241-6444 or 

chris.mullins@lausd.net. For students with disabilities contact Diana Inouye at 

diana.inouye@lausd.net or Lisa Regan at lisa.regan@lausd.net. For English learners 

contact Carla Gutierrez at carla.gutierrez@lausd.net or Terri Bourg at 

terri.bourg@lausd.net.   

 

RESOURCES: Curricular Maps 

1. Mathematics Curricular Maps, grades K-Geometry http://achieve.lausd.net/math  

2. Algebra 1 Summative assessment and Math 6 Placement Assessment blueprints 

http://achieve.lausd.net/math 
3. Science Curricular Maps in grades 6-12 http://achieve.lausd.net/science  

4. History/Social Science Curricular Maps in grades 6-11 

http://achieve.lausd.net/HSS  

5. English/Language Arts Curricular Maps, grades K-12 

http://achieve.lausd.net/ELA  

 

mailto:chris.mullins@lausd.net
mailto:diana.inouye@lausd.net
mailto:lisa.regan@lausd.net
mailto:carla.gutierrez@lausd.net
mailto:terri.bourg@lausd.net
http://achieve.lausd.net/math
http://achieve.lausd.net/math
http://achieve.lausd.net/science
http://achieve.lausd.net/HSS
http://achieve.lausd.net/ELA
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                    PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING AN ASSESSMENT WAIVER  

 

Please complete all sections below and submit to your ESC Instructional Director. 

School: ESC:  North    East      West     South     ISIC 

Principal: Instructional Director: 

Date:  

  

Assessment 

Waiver 

Request 

Check all that 

apply 

Replacement assessment 

Describe the assessment that 

will be used in place of the 

current assessments. Include a 

description of the process used 

to collect and share data or 

student work, the number and 

frequency of the assessments. 

Percent participation of 

students completing the 

assessments and 

obstacles to 100% 

implementation. 

Interim Assessment ELA   
 

Interim Assessment Math   
 

Interim Assessment 

Science 
  

 

Interim Assessment 

History/Social Science 
  

 

School principals will submit to their instructional director the following: 

1. Alternate assessments that are CCSS aligned 

2. An outline of the process in place for data collection or analysis of student work 

3. Evidence of professional development provided or planned for staff regarding the alternate assessments 

4. A description of how the information/data collected from the alternate assessments can be used during the 

Performance Dialogues with the instructional directors 

5. What evaluation process will be in place to determine effectiveness of the alternate assessments? (i.e. student 

participation, teacher buy in, correlation to summative assessment etc.)  What is the evidence of successful 

implementation? 

 

 

The school principal is responsible for submitting the request for administration of alternate assessments 30 days prior 

to the administration of the first alternate assessment.  The principal must certify that the school has a comprehensive 

assessment system in place that meets the criteria outlined.  

 

Reminder:  Students with disabilities in the General Education curriculum in grades TK-5/6 are required to have 

DIBELS Next assessments administered as outlined by the Modified Consent Decree, and are not be eligible for a 

waiver.  
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I hereby certify that the information provided within this request accurately describes the replacement assessments 

requested. 

 

_________________________________          ____________________________  _______________ 

Principal’s Signature    Print Name      Date 

 

_____________________________________  ____________________________  _______________ 

UTLA Representative Signature   Print Name     Date 
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  APPROVED: ________        DENIED: _________       Reason for 

Denial:______________________   

                       (Please Initial)                             (Please Initial) 

                               

Authorized Signatures: 

 

 

____________________________________________     ___________________________ 

ESC Director                                                                                     Date 

 

 

____________________________________________     ___________________________ 

ESC Superintendent of Instruction                                                     Date 

 

FOR OFFICE OF CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION AND SCHOOL SUPPORT USE ONLY  

   

  APPROVED: ________        DENIED: _________       Reason for 

Denial:______________________   

                       (Please Initial)                             (Please Initial) 

                               

Authorized Signature: 

 

 

__________________________________________     ___________________________ 

Deputy Superintendent of Instruction                                     Date 

 


